
XX. Transportation

IDEA/Federal Regulations: Transportation

Section 300.34 Related services.

(a) General  Related services means 
transportation and such developmental, 
corrective, and other supportive services as 
are required to assist a child with a disability to 
benefit from special education, and includes 
speech-language pathology and audiology 
services, interpreting services, psychological 
services, physical and occupational therapy, 
recreation, including therapeutic recreation, 
early identification and assessment of 
disabilities in children, counseling services, 
including rehabilitation counseling, orientation 
and mobility services, and medical services 
for diagnostic or evaluation purposes  Related 
services also include school health services 
and school nurse services, social work services 
in schools, and parent counseling and training 

16. Transportation includes—

i. Travel to and from school and between 
schools;

ii. Travel in and around school buildings; 
and

iii. Specialized equipment (such as special 
or adapted buses, lifts, and ramps), if 
required to provide special transportation 
for a child with a disability 

Section 300.107 Nonacademic services.

The State must ensure the following:

(a) Each public agency must take steps, 
including the provision of supplementary aids 
and services determined appropriate and 
necessary by the child’s IEP Team, to provide 
nonacademic and extracurricular services 
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Related services means transportation 
and such developmental, corrective, and 
other supportive services as are required to 
assist a child with a disability to benefit from 
special education, and includes speech-
language pathology and audiology services, 
interpreting services, psychological services, 
physical and occupational therapy, recreation, 
including therapeutic recreation, early 
identification and assessment of disabilities 
in children, counseling services, including 
rehabilitation counseling, orientation and 
mobility services, and medical services for 
diagnostic or evaluation purposes  Related 
services also include school health services 
and school nurse services, social work 
services in schools, and parent counseling 
and training  Related services do not 
include a medical device that is surgically 
implanted (including cochlear implants), the 
optimization of that device’s functioning 
(e g , mapping), maintenance of that device, 
or the replacement of that device  This 
definition does not limit the right of a child 
with a surgically planted device (e g , cochlear 
implant) to receive related services as listed 
in this definition that are determined by the 
IEP team to be necessary for the child to 
receive FAPE or limits the responsibility of a 
school district to appropriately monitor and 
maintain medical devices that are needed to 
maintain the health and safety of the child, 
including breathing, nutrition, or operation 
of other bodily functions, while the child is 
transported to and from school or is at school; 
or prevents the routine checking of an external 
component of a surgically implanted device to 
make sure it is functioning properly 
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and activities in the manner necessary to 
afford children with disabilities an equal 
opportunity for participation in those services 
and activities 

(b) Nonacademic and extracurricular services 
and activities may include counseling 
services, athletics, transportation, health 
services, recreational activities, special 
interest groups or clubs sponsored by 
the public agency, referrals to agencies 
that provide assistance to individuals with 
disabilities, and employment of students, 
including both employment by the public 
agency and assistance in making outside 
employment available 

Section 300.139 Location of services and 
transportation (Children in Private School)

(a) Services on private school premises  
Services to parentally-placed private school 
children with disabilities may be provided on 
the premises of private, including religious, 
schools, to the extent consistent with law 

(b) Transportation—

1. General 

i. If necessary for the child to benefit from 
or participate in the services provided 
under this part, a parentally-placed 
private school child with a disability 
must be provided transportation—

A. From the child’s school or the child’s 
home to a site other than the private 
school; and

B. From the service site to the 
private school, or to the child’s 
home, depending on the timing of 
the services 
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Nonacademic and extra-curricular services 
and activities may include counseling 
services, athletics, transportation, health 
services, recreational activities, special 
interest groups or clubs sponsored by the 
school district or approved cooperative, 
referrals to agencies that provide 
assistance to individuals with disabilities, 
and employment of students, including 
both employment by the school district or 
approved cooperative and assistance in 
making outside employment available 

92 NAC 51-009.014 Special Education 
Transportation 

014.01 The board of education shall furnish 
one of the following types of services to 
children with disabilities who are residents of 
the school district: 

014.01A Provide transportation for any child 
with a disability who is forced to leave the 
school district temporarily because of lack of 
educational services; and 

014.01B Provide transportation within the 
school district for any child with a disability 
who is enrolled in a special education 
program of the district when either: 

014 01B1 The child is required to attend a 
facility other than what would be the normal 
school of attendance of the child to receive 
appropriate special education services; or 

014 01B2 The nature of the child’s disability is 
such that special education transportation is 
required  

014.01C The board of education shall provide 
transportation for all children with disabilities 
birth to age five including children birth to age 
five who are wards of the court 
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ii. LEAs are not required to provide 
transportation from the child’s home to 
the private school 

2. Cost of transportation  The cost of the 
transportation described in paragraph (b)
(1)(i) of this section may be included in 
calculating whether the LEA has met the 
requirement of §300 133 
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014.01D Transportation for Parentally-Placed 
Non-Public School Children 

014 01D1 If necessary for the child to benefit 
from or participate in the services provided 
under this Chapter, a parentally-placed 
nonpublic school child with a disability must 
be provided transportation: 

014 01D1a From the child’s school or the 
child’s home to a site other than the nonpublic 
school; and 

014 01D1b From the service site to the 
nonpublic school, or to the child’s home, 
depending on the timing of the services  

014 01D2 School districts or approved 
cooperatives are not required to provide 
transportation from the child’s home to the 
nonpublic school  

014 01D3 The cost of transportation may be 
included in calculating whether the school 
district or approved cooperative has met the 
requirement of 92 NAC 51-012 08  

014.02 Responsibility for Transportation

014.02A The board of education shall be 
responsible to provide for the transportation 
expenses of children with disabilities who are 
residents of the school district under Neb  
Rev  Stat  §79-1129 by: 

014 02A1 Paying a parent for transporting 
his or her child for actual miles traveled and 
claimed; or

014 02A2 Operating vehicles for the purpose 
of transporting children with disabilities; or 
014 02A3 Contracting for transportation 
services for children with disabilities; or
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014 02A4 Purchasing services from a 
common carrier; or 

014 02A5 Arranging for such other 
transportation as is proper and necessary to 
transport children with disabilities  

014.02B The board of education shall 
select an efficient and effective means of 
transportation for the child with a disability 
at a reasonable cost  014 02C The board 
of education shall not provide for the 
transportation expenses of children with a 
disability who are residents of the school 
districts under Neb  Rev  Stat  §79-1129 
if such children are able to use regular 
transportation services provided by the 
district unless:

014 02C1 Alteration of the routes of such 
regular transportation is required to transport 
children with a disability; or 

014 02C2 Alteration is required of the 
equipment or vehicles used in such regular 
transportation in order to accommodate 
children with a disability  

014.02D The board of education shall provide 
for expenses equal to the statutory amount for 
each mile or fraction thereof traveled between 
the place of residence and the program of 
attendance when a parent transports his or 
her child(ren) with a disability  (Refer to Neb  
Rev  Stat  §§79-1129 and 81- 1176 ) 

014.02E Except when a parent is transporting 
only his or her child, the board of education 
shall require that the driver and vehicle meet 
the standards required by 92 NAC 91 and 92  

014.02F For students with disabilities 
participating in the Option Enrollment 

XX. Transportation 158



IDEA/Federal Regulations: Transportation Nebraska Rule 51: Transportation

Program under Neb  Rev  Stat  §§79-232 to 
79-246, the transportation services included 
on the student’s IEP shall be provided 
by the district from which the student 
optioned  The Department shall reimburse 
the district from which the student optioned 
for the cost of transportation in accordance 
with Section 014  

014.03 Allowable Expenses 

014.03A The school district or approved 
cooperative shall provide for the 
transportation expenses of children with a 
disability transported by the parents of such 
children, upon receipt of claims submitted to 
the board of education by such parents  Such 
claims shall be documented and subject to 
audit  The claims shall: 

014 03A1 State the names of the children 
transported, the dates they were transported, 
the mileage incurred in such transportation; 
and

014 03A2 Contain a statement that the claim 
is a true and correct report of mileage; and 

014 03A3 Include the signature of the parent

014.03B The school district or approved 
cooperative shall not be relieved of the 
obligation to provide transportation for an 
eligible child with a disability because of 
the inability or unwillingness of the child’s 
parents to provide transportation  No eligible 
child with a disability may be denied or have 
limitations placed on the child’s receipt of 
special education services required by an IEP 
as a result of the inability or unwillingness of 
parents to provide transportation
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014.03C The school district or approved 
cooperative shall provide for the expenses or 
the equivalent costs for transportation from 
the child’s legal residence (the residence of 
the parent(s)) or the Nebraska Department of 
Education approved residential placement, to 
the child’s program  

014.03D A school district or approved 
cooperative may apply to the Department 
of Health and Human Services for 
reimbursement of transportation costs for the 
school age student who was made a ward of 
the state or court prior to his or her arrival in 
that school district  

014.03E When the school district or approved 
cooperative provides for transportation 
expenses under Neb  Rev  Stat  §79-1129 for 
children with a disability who are residents 
of the school district by utilizing vehicles 
operated by the school district, it shall include 
those transportation expenses below which 
are directly related to the vehicles used to 
transport special education children (see 
014 013E1-E10, pg 94) 
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District Considerations for Policy and Procedure Development

Sample district policy statement

[Xyz school district] will be responsible for coordinating and supplying transportation needs of children 
with disabilities within the school district consistent with state and Federal regulations (34 CFR § 300 34, 
34 CRF § 300 107, and 34 CFR § 300 179; 92 NAC 51-009 07 07C4a, 92 NAC 51-009 003 49 92 NAC 
51-009 014) to include transportation services needed for children (including birth to 5-year-olds who 
are wards of the state, parentally placed nonpublic students who require services) to access academic, 
related services, and nonacademic services and activities as determined by the child’s IEP team  Except 
when a parent is transporting only his or her child, the board of education shall require that the driver and 
vehicle meet the standards required by 92 NAC 91 and 92 

Procedural considerations

• What are the procedures for teams to identify and implement transportation needs? What forms 
are needed?

• Who is responsible at the school and district level for ensuring transportation needs are implemented in 
a timely manner?

• What are the procedures needed to determine how transportation will be provided (e g , special 
education bus, parental reimbursement, assistive technology, aids needed, etc )?

• If parent reimbursements are needed, what is the procedure for turning in receipts and invoices and for 
issuing payments?

• How will the district meet the transportation needs of birth to 5-year-olds who are wards of the state?

• What transportation procedures are needed to ensure school-age students with disabilities do not miss 
instructional time and have access to the same school day as students with nondisabled peers?

Guidance resources

• IDEA 2004 Resource: Questions and Answers on Serving Children with Disabilities Eligible for 
Transportation  (PDF) (ed gov)

• OSEP Memo 3-10

• Office of Special Education Programs Policy Letters Regarding Special Education and Related Services
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