
                                                                                                                                                       

Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) 
Questions & Answers 
September 22, 2020 

1. If claiming meals under the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP), are we still limited to 
two meals?  
The SFSP allows a combination of breakfast and lunch meals to be served. Snack is not 
allowed to be served in addition to breakfast and lunch in the SFSP.  
 

2. Should I submit two claims for August?  
If you operated the SFSP in August prior to the beginning of school, submit the August 
SFSP claim for those meals. Guidance issued in policy memo SP 25-2020/SFSP 14-2020 
allows schools to use the SFSP for student meals starting with the first day of school. This 
means that if your school wants to retroactively use the SFSP for free student meals but 
has had the NSLP August claims processed for payment, you must do three things: 1. 
revise the NSLP August claim to zero out meal claim totals and proceed through the 
process to get the claim to accepted status with a new confirmation number; 2. credit 
student account for meal charges that will be claimed and reimbursed through the SFSP; 
and 3. Submit an August SFSP claim for reimbursement after you SFSP application packet 
is approved. 
 

3. How does this affect our title standings?  Does participation in the SFSP impact students’ 
qualification for other programs that offer benefits based on F/R meal eligibility status? 
(e.g. students who qualify for ACT testing fee waivers.) 
Student meal applications should continue to be processed to determine if they qualify 
for F/R price meals. Remember to ask parents to sign Attachment L to give permission for 
eligibility information to be shared with other programs (like the ACT fee waiving 
program). SFA’s participation in the SFSP does not mean that all students qualify for free 
priced meals.   
 

4. Does choosing to operate the SFSP mean schools will receive more reimbursement?  
Yes, the SFSP meal reimbursement is higher than the free rate of meal reimbursement for 
the NSLP.  Meals served to all students would be reimbursed through the SFSP, which has 
one reimbursement rate (~$.237 for each breakfast and ~$4.15 for each lunch). The SFSP 

 

https://www.education.ne.gov/ns/forms-resources/national-school-lunch-program/application-income-eligibility/


reimbursement for lunch is $0.57 more than the NSLP free rate of reimbursement for 
lunch.   
 

5. Can I use this program if my school meal sites do not have 50% F/R meal eligibility and 
are not located in an eligible area according to the SFSP Area Eligibility map (i.e., census 
data)? 
Yes, sites that do not qualify based on school Free or Reduced (F/R) price meal eligibility 
or census data will utilize Nebraska’s State-Wide Area Eligibility Waiver and will be 
approved to operate as an Open or Restricted Open SFSP site. 
 

6. What if we already have access to the SFSP application in CNP?   
If you choose to start providing meals under SFSP, please complete the SFSP Access 
Form at the top of the Nutrition Service homepage: www.education.ne.gov/ns. A 
Nutrition Services team member will email the contact person identified in the form to 
notify them that they have all necessary access in CNP. Then, you may update your 
application and submit it for approval. 
 

7. To participate in SFSP, do we have to offer both breakfast and lunch?   
No, you do not have to offer both meals. 
 

8. How soon would we know we qualify for the SFSP program? 
Schools are allowed to begin participating in the SFSP to provide free meals to students 
before receiving written approval from NDE, according to Child Nutrition Response #57. 
Complete the online application in CNP as soon as your school is notified it has access to 
the SFSP module in the CNP system. 
 

9. Can students have a second entrée or extra milks?  
Yes, this is allowed but the student must pay for a la carte items such as second portions 
and extra milk; these items.  There is no reimbursement for ala carte items.  These items 
must be priced high enough to ensure the costs of their purchase, preparation, and 
service are recovered and put back into the school meals program fund.   
 

10.  If a school decides to participate in the SFSP, does it have to start participation on its first 
day of school? 
No, your school can use any start date beginning with your first day of school or later. The 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfOgfVU-TUV12yhWA6iOsTK1Mz1kdXvKFwSV75l93Eus84HbA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfOgfVU-TUV12yhWA6iOsTK1Mz1kdXvKFwSV75l93Eus84HbA/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://www.education.ne.gov/ns
https://www.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Nationwide-Waiver-to-Allow-Reimbursement-for-Meals-Served-Prior-to-Notification-of-Approval-and-Provide-Flexibility-for-Pre-Approval-Visits-in-the-Summer-Fo.pdf


school can opt to start the SFSP at the beginning of a future month (e.g. October 1). If a 
school chooses to use the SFSP beginning on its first day of school, student meal accounts 
must be credited for the meal charges that were incurred since the first day; a la carte 
charges should still be charged to student accounts. 

11. Can schools continue using their point-of-service (POS) meal counting systems or must 
we use the SFSP tally sheet to count meals?  
NDE recommends continuing to use POS systems by changing the meal prices to $0.00 
and leaving the F/R/P meal price designations for each student so that information does 
not have to be updated again when schools resume NSLP meals in January. Using a POS 
system will also make it easier to track al a carte items, seconds, extra milk purchases, etc. 
Adults would be charged for their meals according to the price identified in the school’s 
NSLP application (meals served to  adults are NOT free).  

12. Can a school district use both the NSLP and SFSP - NSLP for one school and SFSP for 
another?  
Yes, a school district would be allowed to operate the NSLP at one school and the SFSP at 
another. See #9 in SP 25-2020. The USDA is still evaluating whether the NSLP can be 
operated to provide after school snack while the SFSP is being operated to provide 
breakfast and lunch. 

13. We have daycare and preschool in our school. Can these children receive free meals 
through the SFSP?  
Yes, those children can be provided meals through the SFSP if they do not already 
receive meals through the CACFP. Daily point-of-service meal counts needs to be 
completed when the children receive their meals. These daily counts must be reported 
back to the school daily to produce an accurate claim count of meals served to 
children. 

14. Do we have to use the SFSP Production Sheets or can we keep using the school year 
production sheets? 
SFA’s may use either the  School Meals production records or the SFSP production record. 
SFA are reminded to keep accurate and detailed daily production records 
demonstrating that meal pattern requirements have been met.   

15. Can grab & go or take home meals be given to students at the end of the day?   
Yes, for students requesting grab & go meals for days they are not in attendance at 
school, meals can be provided at the end of the day.  In order to maintain 

https://cdn.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/SP25_CACFP14_SFSP14_2020s.pdf


time-temperature control, it is recommended that meals are distributed as students leave 
the school at the end of the school day. 

16. Should I change the site info to Restricted Open on my current SFSP applications?   
If your school intends to serve only enrolled students and not all community children ages 
1 – 18 years, you should select Restricted Open in #27 on the Site Application.  

17. Will free meals be able to be offered during the time schools are closed over breaks or 
extended breaks if schools are closed due to Covid shutdown? 
The SFSP can be used to provide free meals to students on any day through December 
31, 2020. This includes school days and non-school days like weekends and breaks. 
Sponsor discretion is encouraged in making this decision.  Things to consider include food 
service/school staffing capacity, how will meals be distributed, and ensuring the integrity 
of meal distribution.  

18. Can we sell milk to children to bring their own lunch?  
Yes, this is allowed. 

19. A school that used multiple sites for meal service last spring now only serves meals only at 
the school.  Which site applications need to be updated? 
Update only the meal service information for the school site currently operating and 
serving meals.  

20. Are schools supposed to serve only children enrolled in their school? Do schools need to 
serve any child ?   
Schools can operate Open sites and serve all children ages 1- 18 years; or schools can 
operate Restricted Open sites that serve only enrolled students. Restricted Open site 
operation is allowed for reasons of safety and space; physical distancing requirements in 
effect during the pandemic make  Restricted Open site operation a reasonable choice.  

21. Should schools change all students in the POS system to Free immediately or wait until we 
update our SPFP application?  
NDE does not recommend changing eligibility to Free; rather, change the meal price to 
$0.00. Students are eligible to receive free meals dating back to the first day of school in 
August 2020 even if the SFSP application in the CNP system is not submitted or approved. 
Schools can expect to receive approval in late September. 

22. Do schools have to use a paper roster or tally sheet to complete daily meal counts?  
No, schools can continue using their POS systems.  



23. If we do the SFSP program do we have to complete the verification process? 
We are waiting on USDA guidance. 

24. Are there guidelines for program integrity when distributing meals curbside to the 
community? 
Schools that choose to allow the parent/guardian may allow other individuals that have 
been given written authorization by the parent/guardian to pick up meals for their 
children. Schools implementing this option must take steps to ensure these meals are 
provided to eligible children/enrolled students. Depending on the school and the 
community, this may require presentation of student IDs or verification of student/child 
name using a roster generated from meal requests/sign-ups. The school is responsible for 
ensuring that all meals distributed are provided to adults authorized to pick meals up on 
behalf of students. 

25. How do we notify families of the SFSP’s free meals? 
Use your usual channels and methods of communication including school website, 
newsletter, blast email and text messages. Include information about your school’s 
effective date of the SFSP for free meals, the crediting of student accounts for meal 
charges (not for a la carte items) and the expected end date of the SFSP meal option. 

26. If school A has a vendor agreement with school B and school A processes its own 
Free/Reduced applications, claiming and billing.  Does school A need to fill out the SFSP 
application? 
Yes, school A does need to apply to participate in the SFSP just like it would have applied 
to participate in the NSLP. 

27. School A has a vendor agreement with school B.  School B make the meals and deliver 
them to School A.  Do both schools have to participate in the SFSP?  
Each SFA should make their own decision about which meal program they participate in 
(School Meals Program (NSLP) or SFSP).   

28. Where are the SFSP production records located? 
https://www.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/ProductionRecord.pdf 

29. If a school chooses to start the SFSP at a date later than its first day of school, how would 
claims be submitted?  
Submit the NSLP claim for whatever entire months or portions of a month for which meal 
charge credits were not issued to students’ account. Example: beginning SFSP free meals 

https://www.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/ProductionRecord.pdf


on September 15th mean the August claim will be submitted through the NSLP; the claim 
for meals served September 1st - September 15th will be submitted through the NSLP and 
the meal served September 16th - September 30th will be submitted through the SFSP. 

30. Should a school offer one meal type? Are schools allowed to offer a choice of entrees, 
like hot lunch entree or sub sandwich? 
Schools can continue the NSLP meal pattern while participating in the SFSP.  Offering 
multiple entree choices is acceptable in both the NSLP and SFSP. 

31. Can schools continue using the milk recipe for the SFSP, like they do for the NSLP? 
Yes, a milk recipe is an acceptable way to document/record milk served.  

32. Does the Average Daily Participation reported in the SFSP site application need to reflect 
only students learning in the building?  
The Average Daily Participation should reflect the total number of students receiving 
meals, on average, each day. This would include all types of students, both in-person and 
virtual. 

33. If a student orders two lunches, are both meals free?  
No. The SFSP is intended to provide one meal to each student. The student’s account 
must be charged for the second meal. 

34. Are schools allowed to participate in the SFSP for breakfast and lunch and still participate 
in the NSLP for afterschool snack? 
USDA has not provided this answer yet. 

35. If school is closed for a scheduled day off or Christmas Break, is the school required to 
provide lunches? 
No. 

36. If a school’s daycare is not part of its school meals program, can those children receive 
free meals through the SFSP?  
Yes. SFSP allows meals to be served to all children age 1 – 18. These meals would be 
claimed under the SFSP and cannot be claimed through the CACFP. An accurate 
point-of-service meal count must be completed at the time the meals are served. 

37. Can a school provide free SFSP meals to students age 18-21 years that attend school?  
Yes, as long as the 18- 21 year old(s) is/are enrolled in your program, they may receive 
SFSP meals. 



38. Can the SFSP utilize both curb-side service as well as in-school meal service at the same 
location?  
Yes, this is allowed by utilizing the non-congregate meal service waiver. 

39. Does a school that previously participated in the SFSP need to update its SFSP application 
for the 2019-2020 year or will a 2020-2021 year be added to create a new application?  
Schools must update the 2019-2020 SFSP application for meals served and claimed 
through the SFSP between October 1, 2019 and September 30, 2020.  The 2020-21 SFSP 
Application will be available for completion beginning on September 25th, 2020. 

40. Can salad bars be offered if operating the SFSP? 
Yes, salad bars are allowed under both the SFSP and NSLP meal patterns.  Please follow 
local health department guidance for salad bar use. 

41. Can a school use the NSLP site visit (Attachment I - On-site Review Summary) already 
completed to count as one of the required SFSP site visit/audits? 
Yes. If your school has not yet completed a site visit and is participating in the SFSP, 
please use the COVID-19 Site Review Form. Keep a copy of the completed form with your 
other SFSP records. 

42. Do schools/sites that operate a Restricted Open SFSP site need to send meals home for 
older students in the household who are not enrolled in our school?  
No, these students are not enrolled in your school.   

43. How do we complete daily meal counts If we send home weekend meals on Friday? 
The answer to this depends on how a school provides meals. If the weekend meals are 
packaged as one unit, the school can use the SFSP meal count form for multiple days. If 
the meals are packaged individually and a student could decline one or some, individual 
meal counts for each meal type for each day of meal service need to be completed.   

44. Is the semester/holiday break considered an unplanned closure when it is in the school 
calendar? No, this is not an unplanned closure because it is on the school calendar. 
However, SFSP Waiver #56 allows meals to be provided during this break if the SFA 
chooses to provide meals for the semester/holiday break. SFSP Waiver #56 is in effect 
through December 31, 2020 or until funds no longer remain available.  

45. If a school closes due to COVID, must the school prepare meals and serve during the 
school closure?  
No, a school may choose to not provide meals during closure. 

https://cdn.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/COVID-19-DAILY-MEAL-COUNT-FORM-Extended-Numbers-1.pdf


46. What should the start/end dates be in a school’s NSLP application? 
Use the last date of meal service before beginning participation in the SFSP. If your 
schools chose to retroactively use the SFSP for meals back to its first day of meals in 
August, the first day of operation in the NSLP application will be in January 2021. 

47. Are schools that offer entirely in-person learning required to send meals home if the 
school switches to virtual or hybrid learning in the future?  
No, a school does not have to prepare and send meals home if it chooses to not use the 
non-congregate meal service waiver. 

48. Can schools that already provide free breakfast through Provision 2 participate in the SFSP 
to provide both free breakfast and lunch?  
Yes, a school utilizing Provision 2 can choose instead to participate in SFSP.  

49. What are the allowable ways to count SFSP meals? 
Use your school’s POS system or use the SFSP meal count form. 

50. When can a school complete the FY20-21 SFSP application?  
The FY20-21 SFSP application will open in mid-October. An email notification will be sent 
to all schools. 

 

 

https://www.education.ne.gov/ns/forms-resources/summer-food-service-program/

