
Important Update Regarding COVID-19

Date: August 3rd , 2020
Time: 4:00 pm CST



Agenda 

Welcome from the Commissioner
Initial Comments from the Governor
Process & Partners for Safely Returning to Schools
Comments and Thoughts from the LHDs
ESU Updates
NDE Highlights 



Return to School Plan-Guiding Principles 

• Transparent. We will share what we know and what we don’t know. We will be 
clear about what we can control and what is outside of our control. 

• Equitable. We will center decisions on what is best for all students, families, and 
educators, especially those most impacted by educational inequities and 
COVID-19.

• Listen. We will bring together diverse stakeholders and experts to a) 
understand the realities on the ground and b) surface creative solutions.

• Safety first. We will leverage science, data, and public health leadership to 
inform the choices we make.

• Decisive. Given the size and scope of the challenge, we must move deliberately 
and make tough choices. We will make mistakes, and we will adapt quickly as 
variables on the ground change.
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Initial Comments from Governor
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Leveled Guidance 



• Local Health Department (LHD)
• Local School District / School Authority for Non- Public
• Department of Health and Human Services
• Department of Education
• UNMC and other consulting partners

Roles and Responsibilities for Safely 
Reopening Schools
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Local Health Departments Roles 

Joined by Susan Bockrath, Executives Director of 
Nebraska Association Local Health Directors  



Local Health Departments Approach to 
COVID-19 Cases in Schools 



Local Health Departments Approach to 
COVID-19 Cases in Schools 
• Risk Level Discussions 
• Understanding guidance on opening
Joined by
Michele Bever: South Heartland DHD
Myra Stoney: Southwest Nebraska PHD
Jeremy Eschliman: Two Rivers PH
Kim Showalter: Public Health Solution 
Kim Engle: Panhandle PHD
Teresa Anderson: Central District HD
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ESU Update

• Update regarding PPE
Joined by Mr. Craig Peterson 
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NDE Highlights 

Coming Soon:
• CTE Compendium 
• Fine Arts Compendium 



NDE Highlights 

Student Attendance and Human 
Capital Considerations-NDE regulations 

Joined by Brian Halstead
Brian.Halstead@Nebraska.gov

mailto:Brian.Halstead@Nebraska.gov


NDE Highlights 

NE P-EBT Project Update 
Joined by Sharon Davis
Sharon.l.davis@Nebraska.gov

• Total number of students who received benefits: 81,480
• Unmatched FRL students: 1,628

• Requests to verify FRL eligibility

mailto:Sharon.l.davis@Nebraska.gov


Wrap- UP

• As always, visit the www.education.ne.gov/publichealth page for 
additional information. 

• Staff at the NDE are working to address key FAQs and other topics as 
we know them. 

• Please continue to submit your questions to 
https://www.education.ne.gov/publichealth/contact/

https://www.education.ne.gov/publichealth/
https://www.education.ne.gov/publichealth/contact/


Thank you! 
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