
Developing Self-Paced Virtual 
Learning for Nebraska 



4-H is the youth development organization of our nation’s Cooperative Extension System and USDA.

What do quality 
virtual resources 
look like?
1. Youth feel a connection 
to you and their 
community.   
2. The resources are not 
overwhelming. 
3. The resources help 
families do something that 
they want to do.
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New programming from Nebraska 4-H

https://4h.unl.edu/virt
ual-home-learning
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What are families asking for?

1. Families are looking for interesting topics.
“It will depend if the topic is interesting.”
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Families are looking for …
1. Interesting topics.
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2.  Families are looking for easy to use.
“How simple it would be for them to get the learning session on their own.”

“Having needed materials on hand at the time needed for the project or program.”
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Families are looking for …

1. Interesting topics.
2. Easy to use resources.
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3. Families are looking for flexibility.
“It is nice to fit into schedule and not have to leave home since we live 

in the country.”
“I will eventually be going back to work from the office instead of 
working from home.  Thus the availability of being able to do the 

virtual learning experiences will become more nightly or weekend 
adventures, but that is very doable, I appreciate that they are recorded 

if my work schedule doesn't allow us to participate live.”
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Families are looking for …
1. Interesting topics.
2. Easy to use resources.
3. Flexibility.
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4. Families are looking for outdoor experiences.
“My kiddos do better with outside activities and hands-on.”

“I want my child to be active and be outside, so computer-based learning is 
probably secondary.  However, virtual classes are valuable if they will gain 
skills from them, knowledge on animal care or increased knowledge about 
a project such as sewing or rocketry.  Activities "just to pass the time" are 
not necessary.  I would appreciate activities that provide quality education 

and not busy work.”



4-H is the youth development organization of our nation’s Cooperative Extension System and USDA.

Families are looking for …
1. Interesting topics.

2. Easy to use resources.

3. Flexibility.

4. Outdoor experiences.
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5. Families are looking for fun projects.

“Connecting to a 4-H project makes it an easy focus for us.”

“I understand that this summer will look very different, it is important that 

we have some sort of structured learned throughout the summer.  It is 

important that it is fun and that it also encourages them to build, construct 

or do something as well as just learning.  I don't necessarily want busy 

work but I do think there is a huge opportunity to learn life skills, and 

relevant skills while making it fun.”
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Families are 
looking for …

1. Interesting topics.
2. Easy to use resources.
3. Flexibility.
4. Outdoor experiences.
5. Fun projects.
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Discussion
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Tools We Are Using
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Key Points to Take Away
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1. Start with the easy win.

2. Build to last.

3. Be intentional about positive youth 
development. 
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Examples from Our Work
Embryology Lesson 1 
by Sarah Paisley and 
Rachel Adam

4-H Recipe File and 
Bread in a Bag by Kayla 
Hinricks

Starting Seeds by Brandy 
VanDeWalle

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T
MEnakDs_uA&list=PL8PMz6vOY3U
HvFFSzcMgNeuPxH6Ua635I&index
=3&t=0s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
NNJg8xtAyz0&list=PL8PMz6vOY3
UGFuLRiIgw-
hSz76xXW0yL_&index=2

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ph
6_QqLVjNw&feature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMEnakDs_uA&list=PL8PMz6vOY3UHvFFSzcMgNeuPxH6Ua635I&index=3&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NNJg8xtAyz0&list=PL8PMz6vOY3UGFuLRiIgw-hSz76xXW0yL_&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ph6_QqLVjNw&feature=youtu.be

