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2019-2020
ED-GRS Green Ribbon Schools

Nebraska School Application 
Thank you for your interest in completing the Nebraska application for nomination to U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon Schools (ED-GRS). In order to complete this application, you will need to collect data about your school's facility, health, physical education and safety policies; food service; and environmental and sustainability curriculum. 

ED-GRS recognizes schools taking a comprehensive approach to greening their school, incorporating environmental learning with improving environmental and health impacts. Becoming a U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon School is a two-step process. The first step is to complete and submit this form to be selected as a nominee by an eligible nominating authority. Once selected as a nominee, the second step of the process requires signatures for the Nominee Presentation Form that will be sent to the U.S. Department of Education (ED) along with your application.  

ED selects honorees from those presented by eligible nominating authorities nationwide. Selection will be based on documentation of the applicant’s demonstrated progress in the three ED-GRS pillars: 
Pillar I:

Reduce environmental impact and costs.

Pillar II:
Improve the health and wellness of students and staff.

Pillar III:

Provide effective environmental and sustainability education, incorporating STEM, civic skills, and green career pathways.

Schools demonstrating exemplary achievement in all three Pillars will receive highest rankings. It is important to document concrete achievement. It will help you to assemble a team to complete the application. This team might include: a facilities manager, physical education director, food services director, curriculum director, finance department representatives, teachers, and students. You should consult the ED-GRS Green Strides Resources Page and Webinar Series for standards, programs, and grants related to each Pillar, Element, and question. This is an excellent clearinghouse of information for all schools, not only those who apply. In addition, the Nebraska Green Ribbon Schools web page provides national, state and local resources related to each Pillar. 
The application will guide you to demonstrate your high achievement in the Pillars. Please provide documentation or data when appropriate. Submit your completed application on or before the deadline of January 24, 2020. The Green Ribbon Schools Advisory Committee will select nominees and submit them to the U.S. Department of Education by February 14, 2020.
2019-2020 Green Ribbon Schools

Nebraska School Application: Submission Tips 

	Suggestions 


· Print the application and take notes on your copy of the application.
· Go to the ED-GRS website and look at the Highlights from previous winning schools, and the nominations from schools across the country. 
· Include a variety of people on your team.
· Write your application in Times New Roman 12. 
· Have a pair of “fresh eyes” read it for clarity before submitting. It’s best to have someone not on the team do this to make sure someone from the outside understands what you are trying to convey.

· Don’t be discouraged if you find yourself falling short. The process of applying is an excellent self-assessment tool for you as you work toward becoming an environmentally friendly school!
· Be mindful of the deadline.

· Good luck to you and your students. We’re happy you’ve considered applying to be nominated as a Green Ribbon School, and we look forward to hearing about what’s going on in your school.

2019-2020 Green Ribbon Schools
Nebraska School Application Scoring Rubric

	ED-GRS Pillars and Elements
	Points

	Cross-Cutting Question: Participation in Green School Programs 
	5%

	Pillar I: Reduce Environmental Impact and Costs
	35%

	Element 1A:  Reduced or Eliminated Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions
· Energy

· Buildings
	10 points

	Element 1B:  Improved Water Quality, Efficiency, and Conservation
· Water

· Grounds
	10 points

	Element 1C:  Reduced Waste Production           
· Waste

· Hazardous waste             
	10 points

	Element 1D: Use of Alternative Transportation 
	5 points

	Pillar II: Improve the Health and Wellness of Students and Staff 
	25%

	Element 2A:  Integrated School Environmental Health Program
· Integrated Pest Management

· Contaminant controls and ventilation

· Asthma control

· Indoor air quality

· Moisture control

· Chemical management
	10 points

	Element 2B:  Health and Wellness
· Coordinated school health

· Fitness and outdoor time

· Food and nutrition              
	15 points

	Pillar III: Provide Effective Environmental and Sustainability Education, Incorporating STEM, Civic Skills and Green Career Pathways 
	35%

	Element 3A:  Interdisciplinary Learning about the Key Relationships between Dynamic Environmental, Energy and Human Systems
	15 points

	Element 3B:  Use of the Environment and Sustainability to Develop STEM Content  Knowledge and Thinking Skills
	10 points

	Element 3C:  Development and Application of Civic Knowledge and Skills
	10 points

	TOTAL
	100 points


2019-2020 Green Ribbon Schools

Nebraska School Application: School Data 
	School Information                       


School Name:  _______________________________________________________________________
Street Address:  ______________________________________________________________________
City:  ____________________________________________  State:  _______  Zip:  ________________

Website:  _______________________________  Facebook page:  ______________________________

Social Media Hashtag/Handle: __________________________________________________________

Principal Name: ______________________________________________________________________

Principal Email Address: _____________________________  Phone Number:  ___________________
Lead Applicant Name (if different):   _____________________________________________________

Lead Applicant Email:  _______________________________  Phone Number:  ___________________
	Contact Person for State and National Notification                       


Name: __________________________________  Email:_____________________________________

Phone Number:__________________________________________
	School Demographics/Other                       


	Level:
[ ]  Early Learning Center

[ ]  Elementary (PK-5/ 6)

[ ]  K-8

[ ]  Middle (6 - 8 or 9)

[ ]  High (9 or 10-12)
	School Type:
( )  Public

( )  Private/
Independent

( )  Charter
( )  Magnet
	How would you describe your school?

( )  Urban

( )  Suburban

( )  Rural
	District Name

__________________

	
	
	
	Total Enrolled:

_________________

	Does your school serve 40% or more students from disadvantaged households?
( ) Yes  ( ) No
	% receiving FRPL ________
% limited English proficient _______

Other measures _________________
	Graduation rate:_____

Attendance rate: _____


	Cross Cutting Question: Participation in Green School Program                       5 %


1. Please list any local, state, or national school program, such as EPA ENERGY STAR® Portfolio Manager, EcoSchools, Project Learning Tree, Nebraska Green Schools, or other program which asks you to benchmark progress in some fashion in any or all of the Pillars in which your school participates. Name the program and the level achieved. If your school does not participate in such a program, please state this.
2. Has your school, staff, or student body received any awards for facilities, health, or environment? If yes, please list the award(s) and year(s).

	Summary Narrative                                                                                  800 word limit                              


Please provide a summary narrative describing your school’s efforts to reduce environmental impact and costs, improve student and staff health, and provide effective environmental and sustainability education. Focus on unique and innovative practices and partnerships. Note that it is not enough to simply meet the requirements of your district to be nominated to ED-GRS. We want to hear your creative, “out-of-the-box” strategies to greening your school.
In your narrative, address your efforts in each of the three Pillars. The number one reason schools do not qualify for nomination to ED-GRS is leaving out a Pillar. In your narrative, be sure you overtly name which Pillar you are addressing by underlining or bolding text. You will find specific suggestions on what to include in your summary narrative for each Pillar, as well as the point value of each element with the Pillars, in this application packet. We realize you may not have everything listed in the suggestions, and that you may have other tactics, programs, or strategies not listed which you should include. 
We strongly recommend you visit the ED-GRS website and look at previous nominations and highlights from winning schools. 

You should attempt to use some quantitative data in each pillar where appropriate. Note that you do not need to provide documentation in your narrative for your claims, however, you need to be able to supply such documentation if requested. 
	Pillar I: Reduce Environmental Impact and Costs                                                 35%

	Element 1A: Energy Savings                                                                                                10/35 points


Describe how your school is reducing Greenhouse Gas emissions and energy use. You do not need to address every bullet, but be a comprehensive as possible. Participation in an energy portfolio manager such as ENERGY STAR® can make completion of this section more manageable. 
Guiding Suggestions

· Describe the school’s plan to manage and reduce energy use, and include data to show improvement. Include the use of ENERGY STAR® Portfolio Manager or other similar tool.
· Describe how the school has reduced its total energy use (non-transportation) from an initial baseline.

· Describe the school’s reduction in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.

· Describe any renewable or green energy sources the school uses.

· Describe how any new or renovated buildings or structures meet green building standards.
· Describe other progress the school has made toward reducing its heat island effect such as cool roofs, reduced pavement, or reflective coatings on pavement.

· Brainstorm with your team for other energy saving strategies or programs within your school.
	Element 1B:  Improved Water Quality, Efficiency, and Conservation                                   10/35 points


Describe how your school is improving water quality, conservation, and efficient usage. 

Guiding Suggestions
· Include data to show a decrease in water consumption from a baseline.
· Describe innovate landscaping designed to conserve water.

· Describe alternative water sources for irrigation.

· Describe efforts to reduce runoff or impermeable surfaces.

· Describe your water source, and how it is protected from contaminants, including lead.

· Describe your school’s efforts to develop school grounds for ecologically beneficial uses such as rain gardens, outdoor classrooms, nectar gardens, and wildlife habitats.
· Brainstorm with your team for other ways you are improving your use of water and school grounds.

	Element 1C:  Reduced Waste Production                                                                                10/35 points


Describe your school’s efforts in reducing waste production. 

Guiding Suggestions: 
· Provide data to show what percentage of your school’s total paper content is post-consumer material, fiber from forests certified as responsibly managed, and/or chlorine-free.

· Describe efforts to purchase furniture and equipment, including computers and ink, from environmentally friendly sources.

· Provide data to show what percentage of solid waste is diverted from landfills or incineration due to reduction, recycling, and/or composting.

· List any hazardous wastes generated at your school (flammable liquids, corrosive liquids, toxics, mercury, etc…), and describe how this waste disposal is tracked. Consider various programs such as science, art, maintenance, pest control, and cleaning.

· Specify which green cleaning custodial standard is used, and what percentage of your cleaning products are certified.

· Brainstorm with your team for any programs or strategies in your school addressing reducing waste production
	Element 1D:  Use of Alternative Transportation                                                                       5/35 points


Describe your school’s efforts to encourage the use of green transportation, and toward reducing the harmful impacts of carbon-emitting fuels. 
Guiding Suggestions

· Describe efforts to encourage students to walk, bike, or carpool to and from school including campaigns, increased bicycle storage, and publication of safe walking routes. Include the percentage of students who walk or bike to school.
· Describe practices that focus on transportation efficiency and reduced environmental impact, such as enforcement of no-idling zones and carpool parking stalls.

· Brainstorm with your team for other strategies in place which encourage green transportation.
	Pillar II: Improve the Health and Wellness of Students and Staff                        25%

	Element 2A:  Integrated School Environmental Health Program                                            10/25 points


Describe how your school is improving the health and wellness of your school through integrated environmental health practices such as Integrated Pest Management (IPM) and other policies. Be sure to include information on radon testing and control.  
Guiding Suggestions

· Describe your school’s IPM efforts including certificates, pest identification, monitoring, inspections, and record keeping.

· Describe your school’s annual pesticide use, and efforts to reduce it.

· Describe efforts and actions taken for these practices: smoke-free campus, mercury removal and prohibition, protection from carbon monoxide, radon testing, and elimination of chromate copper sulfate from playground equipment. 

· Describe your school’s efforts to reduce asthma triggers and exposure to routinely used chemicals.

· Describe measures taken to control moisture from leaks, condensation, and excess humidity and efforts to remove mold.

· Describe the ventilation in your school, including inspection, and assurances that all spaces are adequately ventilated with outside air according to local or national standards.

· Describe other steps taken to ensure indoor air quality such as implementing EPA IAQ Tools for Schools or other actions.

· Brainstorm with your team to find other school environmental health measures taken in your school.
	Element 2B:  Health and Wellness                                                                                          15/25 points


Describe efforts to improve the health and wellness of your students and staff through innovative health and wellness measures.

Guiding suggestions:

· Specify any fitness recognition programs in your school such as USDA’s HealthierUS School Challenge and/or the Presidential Fitness Award.

· Describe any “farm to school” programs, on-site gardens, or food purchasing programs identified as “environmentally preferable.”

· Describe wellness policies and programs addressing nutrition and/or fitness.

· Provide data providing the time students spend in physical education classes, and what percentage of that time is spent outdoors.

· Describe incentives to improve staff wellness in the areas of fitness and nutrition such as on-site exercise facilities, gym memberships, or participation in local or state weight-control programs.

· Describe the use of a Coordinated School Health approach to address overall school health issues.

· Specify the involvement of various school personnel such as the school nurses and counselors.

· Describe your school’s efforts to address mental health issues including peer-counseling, anti-bullying programs, and healthy character development. 

· Brainstorm with your team to uncover other innovative or exceptional practices in your school relating to the health and wellness of your students and staff.

	Pillar III: Provide Effective Environmental and Sustainability Education, Incorporating STEM, Civic Skills and Green Career Pathways                           35%

	Element 3A:  Interdisciplinary Learning about the Key Relationships between Dynamic Environmental, Energy and Human Systems                      15/35 points


Describe how your school shares instruction of effective environmental and sustainability education between and among disciplines across the curriculum. 
Guiding Suggestions

· Describe the school’s focus on environmental and sustainability education through school-wide emphasis and shared lesson planning and curriculum implementation.

· Specify the environmental literacy standards in place at your school, and to what extent they are embodied in instruction.

· Describe the school’s assessment materials, the extent to which environmental and sustainability concepts are targeted, and the level of proficiency of the students.
· Describe any innovative environmental and sustainability partnerships with outside sources cultivated by your school.

· Describe how your school’s environmental and sustainability education measures address age-appropriate understandings of the relationship of human systems with the natural world.

· Describe professional development for all teachers on environmental and sustainability education.

· For high schools, indicate AP or IB classes related to environmental and sustainability education, and the percentage of participation in those classes.

· Brainstorm with your team to uncover other integrated environmental and sustainability education efforts in your school.

	Element 3B:  Use of the Environment and Sustainability to Develop STEM Content                           Knowledge and Thinking Skills                                                                                               10/35 points


Describe how your school uses environmental and sustainability education as a context for STEM education, promoting understanding of content knowledge in math, science, and engineering while honing critical thinking skills. Note that you are not expected to describe your school’s entire STEM program here, but only as STEM relates to environmental and sustainability issues.

Guiding Suggestions

· Describe how students use content knowledge in science and math to solve real world problems (engineering) associated with environmental and sustainability issues, including classroom activities, after school clubs, and competitions.
· Describe any partnerships you may have with education entities (Project Lead the Way, Engineering is Elementary, etc) and specifically how they promote environmentally connected STEM practices in your school.

· Brainstorm with your team to address any other environmental and sustainability related STEM activities going on in your school.

	Element 3C:  Civic Skills and Green Career Pathways                                                           10/35 points


Describe your school’s efforts to include civic knowledge and skills as they relate to environmental and sustainability education. This could include engineering activities which promote the good of the community, and understanding citizens’ rights and responsibilities related to the environment. Include education relating to green career pathways.
Guiding Suggestions

· Describe how your school engages the community in exposing students to green career pathways, including guest speakers, career day events, and visits to job sites.
· Describe any civic/community engagement projects integrating environmental and sustainability topics.

· Describe how meaningful outdoor learning is used to teach an array of subjects in context, engage the broader community, and develop civic skills.
· Describe how, and to what degree, the school’s environmental and sustainability education has improved academic ability and the development of critical behaviors and habits of mind in students over time.

· Brainstorm with your team for other efforts toward educating students in civic skills and green career pathways.

	Include 5 Photographs                       


· Your photographs should show students actively engaged in learning, and not be posed or staged.

· You do not need to include permissions in your submission, however, be sure you have appropriate permission on file at your school allowing publication in state or national education newsletters and on social media for any student pictured. 
· Include descriptive captions with your photographs.

	Federal Eligibility and Compliance Requirements                       


Note that if selected for nomination to ED-GRS, the school principal and district superintendent must be prepared to certify that each of the statements below concerning the school’s eligibility and compliance with the following requirements is true; however, in no case is a private school required to make any certification with regard to the public school district in which it is located.
1.
The school has some configuration that includes one or more of grades Pre-K-12.  
2.
The school has been evaluated and selected from among schools within the Nominating Authority’s jurisdiction as highest achieving in the three ED-GRS Pillars: 1) reduced environmental impact and costs; 2) improved health and wellness; and 3) effective environmental and sustainability education.
3.
Neither the nominated public school nor its public school district is refusing the U.S. Department of Education Office of Civil Rights (OCR) access to information necessary to investigate a civil rights complaint or to conduct a district wide compliance review.

4.
OCR has not issued a violation letter of findings to the public school district concluding that the nominated public school or the public school district as a whole has violated one or more of the civil rights statutes. A violation letter of findings will not be considered outstanding if OCR has accepted a corrective action plan to remedy the violation.

5.
The U.S. Department of Justice does not have a pending suit alleging that the public school or the public school district as a whole has violated one or more of the civil rights statutes or the Constitution’s equal protection clause.
6.
There are no findings of violations of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act in a U.S. Department of Education monitoring report that apply to the public school or public school district in question; or if there are such findings, the state or public school district has corrected, or agreed to correct, the findings.
7.
The school meets all applicable federal, state, local and tribal health, environmental and safety requirements in law, regulations and policy and is willing to undergo EPA on-site verification.
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