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  007.03Special Education – Orientation and Mobility Specialist (O & M) 

 007.03A     Grade Levels:  Birth through age 21 

 007.03B     Endorsement Type:  Special Services 

 007.03C     Persons with this endorsement may provide orientation and   

                  mobility services to students with visual impairments from birth  

                    through age 21.  “Visual impairment” includes blindness, low vision 

          (legal blindness and partial sight) and vision loss associated  

          with other disabilities.  

 007.03D     Endorsement Requirements:  This endorsement program requires a  

          minimum of 36 graduate semester hours in special education   

                    coursework including: 

          nine (9) graduate semester hours in general special education,  

          12 graduate semester hours in the education of students with   

                  visual impairment,  

          12 graduate semester hours in orientation and mobility, and  

                    three (3) graduate semester hours of orientation and mobility   

          internship.  

 

 007.03E     Endorsement Program Requirements: Nebraska teacher education   
          institutions offering this certificate program must have on file,  
          within the institution, a plan which identifies the courses and the 
          course completion requirements which the institution utilizes to  
                    grant credit toward completion of this endorsement.  
 
 

 

THERE ARE NO ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES RECOMMENDED FOR 

USE WITH THIS ENDORSEMENT. 

    It is recommended institutions offering this endorsement program adhere to the Academy for Certification 
of Vision Rehabilitation and Education Professionals (ACVREP) Body of Knowledge and Competencies, 
June 1, 2018 update. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Nebraska AD Hoc Committee for Orientation and Mobility Specialist 

Committee Members 

Terry Houlton Nebraska Association of 
Special Education 

Supervisors (NASES) 
 

President 

Elissa Heibel O and M Specialist and 
Teacher of the Visually 

Impaired 

ESU7 

LeAnna MacDonald O and M Specialist and 
Teacher of the Visually 

Impaired 

Contracted for Metro area 
school districts 

Mackenzie Savaiano University of Nebraska-
Lincoln 

Assistant Professor of 
Practice and Coordinator 

of VI Program 

Sally Schreiner Nebraska Center for the 
Education of Children who 
are Blind/Visually Impaired 

(NCECBVI) 

Administrator 

*Greg DeWall Nebraska Commission for 
the Blind/Visually Impaired 

Training Center Supervisor 

Laura Barrett ESU13 Director of Special 
Education 

Donna Moss Nebraska Council of 
Teacher Education & 

Hastings Public School 

Committee member 
and  

Director of Special 
Education 

*Did not participate in meeting on March 4, but was provided opportunity to give written 

input 

 

Facilitator of the Committee:  Teresa Coonts, Director of Autism and Low Incidence 

Disabilities for NDE, Office of Special Education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Rationale for Orientation and Mobility (O&M) Endorsement 

 

There are several reasons for the need for an O&M Endorsement Program for the state 

of Nebraska.  This is one of many required regulations outlined in federal IDEA and 

state Rule 51 regulations under related services.  This program provides trained O&M 

Specialists in the area of blindness/visually impaired, and/or deaf-blindness which are 

considered low incidence disabilities.  The O&M specialist teaches a student how to 

travel from point A to point B in a wide range of environments and in a safe manner 

using a cane, wheelchair w/travel training, and other techniques.  These services, as 

part of an IEP or IFSP, are taught to children and students so they can become 

independent members of their home, school, and community.  It provides equity for 

these students so they can have the same access as their sighted peers/friends. 

In addition, Dr, Mackenzie Savaiano, coordinator of the visual impairment program at 

the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, sent out a survey to Teachers of Students with 

Visual Impairments (TSVIs) and Orientation & Mobility (O&M) specialists in the Mid-

Plains region (Nebraska, Iowa, and Kansas) and received 82 responses. The results of 

this survey show approximately 30% of the TSVIs and 31% of the O&M specialists who 

responded to the survey plan to retire in the next 5 years. Approximately 36% of the 

TSVIs and 50% of O&M specialists surveyed were aware of students in their 

area/region who might need an O&M evaluation or O&M services, and only 27% of the 

TSVIs and 44% of the O&M specialists surveyed believed their students were receiving 

an appropriate amount of O&M services. The lack of resources for hiring O&M 

specialists, the shortage of O&M specialists, and the restrictions on time for existing 

O&M specialists (large caseloads) were the most cited explanations for those who 

believed O&M services were not being provided at the necessary level.  

 

Submitted by:  Teresa Coonts, Director of Autism and Low Incidence Disabilities for NDE, 

Office of Special Education 


