
Nebraska’s Student-Centered Assessment System (NSCAS), pronounced 
“en-skass,” is a statewide assessment system that supports Nebraska’s 
holistic view of students. It includes formative, interim, and summative 
measures that together provide valuable information to educators 
and parents as they prepare students for success in postsecondary 
education, career, and civic life.

The NSCAS General Summative, administered annually in the spring, is 
the component of NSCAS that assesses whether students have learned 
what they are expected to learn at their grade level. It is criterion-
referenced, which means it measures student performance against 
a fixed set of criteria—Nebraska’s content area standards for English 
language arts (ELA) and mathematics (grades 3–8) and for science 
(grades 5 and 8).

 

Computer Adaptive Test
The NSCAS General Summative is a Computer Adaptive Test (CAT). It is taken on a computer or tablet, such as a 
Chromebook® or iPad®. This allows for more interactive questions and enables the test to adapt in response to each 
student’s performance. 

If a student answers a question correctly, the next question will be more difficult. If a student answers a question 
incorrectly, the next question will be easier. This creates an efficient, personalized experience and provides students 
the best opportunity to show what they know. Because the next question is based on how the student answered 
previously, the student cannot go back to an already-answered question or proceed to the next question until the 
current question is answered.

The NSCAS General Summative is designed to assess grade-level performance. While the test adapts to each 
student’s performance, the questions it presents are aligned to the student’s grade level.

For students with a documented need, the NSCAS General Summative is available on paper, including large print, 
Braille, and Spanish versions. When taken on paper, the NSCAS General Summative is not adaptive. In addition, for 
students with significant cognitive disabilities, an alternate assessment—the NSCAS Alternate Summative—is available.

NSCAS General Summative Assessment for Grades 3–8
EDUCATOR OVERVIEW

NSCAS GENERAL SUMMATIVE 
CONTENT AREA STANDARDS
ELA and Mathematics  
(Grades 3–8) 
Based on Nebraska’s College  
and Career Ready Standards

Science (Grades 5 & 8) 
Based on Nebraska’s legacy standards 
through 2020 and then based on 
Nebraska’s College and Career Ready 
Standards starting in 2021

2019 NSCAS GENERAL  
SUMMATIVE DATES
March 18-April 26, 2019
April 29-May 3—Make-up week

AVERAGE NSCAS TEST TIME
ELA  
48 questions, 90 minutes
 
Mathematics  
48 questions, 90 minutes
 
Science 
50–60 questions, 45 minutes
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Scores and Achievement Levels
Students’ performance on the NSCAS General 
Summative is reported as a scale score and 
achievement level. The scale score is a representation 
of the total number of questions answered correctly 
and has been converted into a standard scale. Each 
content area is scaled separately, so the scale scores 
for one content area cannot be compared to another 
content area.   

The achievement level is a description of the student’s 
overall performance and is used to help make the scale 
scores meaningful. Scale score ranges, or cut scores, 
define different achievement levels for each grade and 
content area. 

In 2018, the NSCAS General Summative measured 
Nebraska student performance against new College 
and Career Ready standards for mathematics. So, 
in summer 2018, Nebraska educators conducted a 
standard-setting process for mathematics to establish 
scale score ranges aligned to the new standards on 
a vertical scale to help monitor student growth in 
achievement over time. NSCAS mathematics scores from 
2018 cannot be compared to Nebraska State Accountability test (NeSA) mathematics scores from 2017, as the latter 
was measuring performance against a different set of standards. Educators also conducted a cut score review process 
for ELA to validate previously established scale score ranges based on changes to the assessment structure and the 
transition to a vertical scale in 2018. The scale and ranges for science remained the same as in preceding years.

Results
NSCAS General Summative results are prepared each year for appropriate district, school, and state personnel in 
different formats, including the following:

• School-level aggregate reports  

• District-level aggregate reports  

• State-level aggregate reports

• Matrix—online interactive tool for viewing school, district performance 

In addition, Individual Student Reports are available digitally for schools and districts, and printed copies are 
provided to parents and guardians. 

Aggregate data on school and district performance is shared with the general public via the Nebraska Education 
Profile, a digital tool designed and developed by the Nebraska Department of Education, presenting Nebraska 
education data in multiple ways for multiple audiences.

NSCAS GENERAL SUMMATIVE SCALE SCORE RANGES
Grade Scale Score Ranges
ELA Developing On Track CCR
3 2220-2476 2477-2556 2557-2840

4 2250-2449 2500-2581 2582-2850

5 2280-2530 2531-2598 2599-2860

6 2290-2542 2543-2602 2603-2870

7 2300-2555 2556-2629 2630-2880

8 2310-2560 2561-2631 2632-2890

Math Developing On Track CCR
3 1000-1189 1190-1285 1286-1470

4 1010-1221 1222-1316 1317-1500

5 1020-1235 1236-1330 1331-1510

6 1030-1243 1244-1341 1342-1530

7 1040-1246 1247-1345 1346-1540

8 1050-1263 1264-1364 1365-1550

Science Below 
Standards

Meets 
Standards

Exceeds 
Standards

5 0-84 85-134 135-200

8 0-84 85-134 135-200

http://nep.education.ne.gov/
http://nep.education.ne.gov/

