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TIP SHEET FOR DISTRICTS
Communicating the Purpose and Value of NSCAS (2018-2019)

	Sample email 
or

newsletter article 
or

blog post
	Email subject: NSCAS for student learning
Article subject: 
Nebraska Student-Centered Assessment System (NSCAS) 
helps accelerate student learning
Body copy: 
We’re entering the second year of implementation of the Nebraska Student-Centered Assessment System, or NSCAS (pronounced, “en-skass”), initiated in 2017-2018. 
NSCAS is a statewide assessment system that embodies Nebraska’s holistic view of students. The system and its supports provide valuable information to schools and districts as they prepare students for success in postsecondary education, career, and civic life.
One goal of the system is to provide educators with multiple types of assessment for instructional purposes throughout the year. It enables educators to monitor student progress towards rigorous content area standards and adjust instruction in the moment, as well as track growth and target learning needs over time.  
The system also includes resources and professional learning to support teachers in their effort to use assessment to meet the needs of every learner.
Learn more about how NSCAS delivers a holistic view of student learning to inform and empower their success at: https://www.education.ne.gov/assessment/nscas-system/

	Sample Tweet #1
	INFOGRAPHIC: See how Nebraska’s #NSCAS assessment system accelerates student and school success. @NDE_GOV http://bit.ly/2H1awSc

	Sample Tweet #2
	[bookmark: _Hlk504554367]#Nebraska #NSCAS assessment system gives a holistic view of student learning. Learn how. @NDE_GOV https://www.education.ne.gov/assessment/nscas-system/

	Facebook
	The Nebraska Student-Centered Assessment System (NSCAS) puts students at the center of teaching and learning with:
· A connected system of targeted assessments throughout the school year
· Increased professional learning opportunities for teachers 
· Actionable insight to drive instruction that meets the unique learning needs of every student
Learn how NSCAS delivers a holistic view of student learning and helps them succeed at: https://www.education.ne.gov/assessment/nscas-system/




Sample FAQ 	
For live meetings such as PTA & parent/teacher conferences, or for publications such as school or district newsletters or websites

What is NSCAS? 
NSCAS (pronounced, “en-skass”) is the Nebraska Student-Centered Assessment System, a statewide assessment system developed by the Nebraska Department of Education (NDE) that embodies Nebraska’s holistic view of students and helps them prepare for success in postsecondary education, career, and civic life.

How does NSCAS work? 
Through NSCAS, a connected system of assessments is delivered at different times throughout the school year to enable educators to monitor student progress towards rigorous content area standards and adjust instruction in the moment, as well as track growth and target learning needs over time.  

What types of assessment does NSCAS use, what do they measure, and how do they help? 
NSCAS includes three primary assessment types:
· Formative assessment to evaluate learning in the moment and inform instructional approaches and decisions.
· Interim assessment to measure academic growth and identify student learning needs.
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK20]Summative assessment to measure achievement relative to Nebraska’s academic standards.  

What is formative assessment? 
Formative assessment is a way for Nebraska educators and students to use formal and informal processes and tools during instruction to check for understanding and adjust teaching and learning accordingly. 

What is interim assessment?
Interim assessments help educators better understand what a student knows and is ready to learn and determine progress toward learning goals and proficiency levels. The Nebraska Department of Education makes an optional interim growth assessment—MAP Growth— available to districts at no cost to use in concert with other interim assessments of their choice. 
MAP Growth assessments are adaptive and can be given up to four times a year (fall/winter/spring/summer). 

[bookmark: _GoBack]What is summative assessment?
Summative assessments are culminating assessments that measure student performance against Nebraska’s content area standards, showing whether students have learned what they were expected to learn. The NSCAS Summative is a computer-adaptive statewide assessment for English language arts and math (grades 3–8) and science (grades 5 and 8). The NSCAS ACT college entrance exam, provided to all students in their third year of high school, typically juniors, continues to serve as the summative assessment for high school juniors.  
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