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entrepreneurs and entrepreneurial thinkers are... 

the critical components to jump-start local and national 
economies and to generate the jobs that will stimulate growth.

u.s startups create
40% of jobs annually.

6.5 new jobs u.s. startups add 
on average per establishment.

half of all jobs are
in small businesses 

(under 500 employees).

entrepreneurship in nebraska 

Nebraska ranKs 
in the TOP 20 for new 

business creation activity

99.1 percent of all 
employers in the state 
are considered small 

businesses (1-499 empl.)

in 2012, there were an estimated 
51,936 women-owned businesses. 

14,561 BUsinesses are
 MINORITY-OWNED.
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90% of nebraskans agreed that
"helping young people learn how to 

start their own business is important
to nebraska's economic future (2010).



the importance of entrepreneurship

in education

page 2

79%
of 16-19 Year old

teens (generation Z) 
seek career-aligned
experiential learning
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sources: entrepreneurship & job creation facts and figures, gallup 2014.  
2013 small business profiles for states & territories, the gallup-hope index, produced by gallup & operation hope
career & technical education perceptions study by the university of nebraska public policy center 
Nebraska small business profile, SBA Office of advocacy, 2017
u.s. census survey of business owners, 2012
Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City, 2014
innovation imperative - meet generation z, northeastern university, 2014 
EY G20 entreprenuership barometer, 2013
Why Mindsets Matter in Entrepreneurship Education, TECHniques Magazine, May 2017
kaufmann index-startup activity 2015
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More than half of all students surveyed said they would like to start their own business.

"We should be cultivating 
entrepreneurial mindsets in all
students so they can ACT, Adapt,

and navigate their futures."


