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Score Point 4 

This response demonstrates exemplary analysis of text, use of evidence, and writing skills. The response thoroughly 
addresses all parts of the task and demonstrates thorough understanding of the text through analyzing how internal 
conflicts (Josie is having a difficult time adjusting to the life of living in semidarkness all of the time) and external 
conflicts (the eclipse that has lasted for two months) are both effectively depicted in the text.  The response skillfully 
demonstrates an organizational pattern that first addresses the internal conflicts of Josie, then the external conflicts of 
everyone, followed by skillfully combining an analysis of how both internal and external conflicts work together to 
create “an immediate mood of sadness and darkness.” A purposeful introduction, body, conclusion, and transitions help 
to generate a well-focused response.  The response thoroughly analyzes explicit and implicit ideas from the text (she 
has not been appreciative enough of the little and simple things in life… Josie’s deep feelings of regret…accompanied 
with the feeling of being ungrateful…Josie is not alone in her struggle, and the eclipse is affecting everyone…Travis’s 
longing for the feel of sunlight on his face, and how much the loss of the sun really can impact a person), and skillfully 
integrates relevant and accurate evidence and quotes from the text to support the analysis. The response skillfully uses 
precise word choice and content-specific vocabulary from the text to enhance ideas. The response thoroughly 
demonstrates conventions of standard English, with few errors present. 

 



 

 

Score Point 4 

This response demonstrates exemplary analysis of text, use of evidence, and writing skills. The response 
thoroughly addresses all parts of the task and demonstrates a thorough understanding of the text when 
analyzing how internal conflicts (through the inner thoughts of the protagonist… Josie) and external 
conflicts (between mankind and this extended solar eclipse) are both effectively depicted in the text. The 
response thoroughly analyzes explicit ideas from the text regarding some of the external conflicts in the 
text (the adverse impact on the food supply…reliance on canned food…the presence of special lamps 
designed to mimic real sunlight), and skillfully integrates relevant and specific evidence from the text to 
support the analysis. The response also thoroughly analyzes implicit ideas from the text regarding Josie’s 
internal conflicts (Josie’s internal struggle is depicted as her struggle to maintain an optimistic attitude 
while being retrospective of what life was like before the sun became overshadowed by the moon… she 
becomes mournful and reflective… she struggles to remain positive in an adverse situation) and skillfully 
integrates quotes and details to support the analysis. The response is well-focused on the task and includes 
a purposeful introduction, body, and strong conclusion with the use of partially effective transitions. An 
appropriate organizational pattern is evident. The response skillfully uses precise word choice and content-
specific vocabulary from the text to enhance ideas. The response thoroughly demonstrates conventions of 
standard English, with few errors present. 

 



 

 

 

Score Point 3 

This response demonstrates effective analysis of text, use of evidence, and writing skills. The response 
addresses all parts of the task and demonstrates an understanding of the text. The responses demonstrates 
an appropriate organizational pattern that includes an introduction followed by analysis of external conflict 
and then internal conflict. Purposeful transitions link the ideas together, but a conclusion is absent. The 
response effectively analyzes how the external conflicts (“the lives of Josie and Travis change because the 
sun can no longer provide sunlight for nature”) and the internal conflict (“she realizes now that the sun has 
gone her life has changed dramatically… Josie then feels mournful for taking the sun for granted”) are 
depicted in the text. Specific evidence from the text has been integrated to support both the external 
conflict analysis (without sunlight plants become scarce… decrease in animals… restaurants close down), 
and the internal conflict analysis (she begins to crave food which is not possible without sunlight… Josie 
promises not to take anything for granted again). Precise language and content-specific vocabulary from 
the text are evident.  Few errors in conventions of standard English seldom interfere with meaning.  

 

 



 

 

 

Score Point 3 

This response demonstrates effective analysis of text, use of evidence, and writing skills. The response 
addresses all parts of the task and demonstrates an understanding of the text. The response effectively 
analyzes how the external conflict “of living without sunlight” and the internal conflict “of realizing that she 
had taken the sun for granted for so long” are depicted in the text. Specific evidence from the text has been 
provided to support the analysis (The lack of sunlight… the lamps that had recently been installed… the 
effect of an eclipsed sun on trade… she ponders her previous lack of enthusiasm for fresh fruits and 
vegetables). The focused response includes a clear introduction, body, and conclusion. Precise language 
and content-specific vocabulary from the text enhance ideas. Few errors in conventions of standard English 
seldom interfere with meaning.  

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Score Point 2 

This response demonstrates partially effective analysis of text, use of evidence, and writing skills. The 
response demonstrates a partial understanding of the text, as there appears to be some misunderstanding 
regarding what defines an internal or external conflict. The response provides some quotes from the text to 
use as examples of internal and external struggles (It made me wonder what other things I thought were 
solid and immutable… I guess something good came out of the eclipse. We became friends right?), but does 
not effectively analyze how the quotes depict either type of conflict. Partial analysis of the idea that “you 
never truly appreciate the things you have until they’re taken from you” has been demonstrated with some 
relevant examples (“all she wanted was a salad and that’s all she was craving she grew a new found love for 
it… fast food businesses were going away… she missed the taste of hamburger… finally them showing an 
appreciation for the sun). The response includes a partially effective introduction, body, conclusion, and 
transitions.  The responses is partially focused and the frequent referring back to previously presented 
quotes disrupts the sequence and clarity of ideas. The response occasionally uses precise word choice and 
vocabulary from the text. Some errors in conventions of standard English interfere with meaning.  



 

 

Score Point 2 

This response demonstrates partially effective analysis of text, use of evidence, and writing skills. The 
response addresses some parts of the task of analyzing how “The Eclipse” effectively depicts both internal 
and external conflicts. While an analysis of Josie’s internal conflict has been attempted (she struggled with 
being happy because the dark and gloomy weather was hard enough to be happy in… she never really 
looked at things in a positive way), specific evidence from the text to support this analysis is somewhat 
lacking. A list of some relevant examples and details paraphrased from the text that highlight the external 
conflicts have been partially integrated into the response (hard for businesses to stay open… meat was $55 
per pound… a flower shop had to hang the same sign… the weather was always cold… people had to eat a 
lot of canned food). The response demonstrates a partial understanding of the text, a partial analysis of 
explicit and implicit ideas from the text, and a partially effective use of evidence to support the analysis. 
The response lacks an introduction, thesis, and conclusion, and transitions are ineffective or missing. The 
response uses some precise word choice and content specific vocabulary from the text. Errors in 
conventions seldom interfere with meaning. 

 



 

 

 

Score Point 1 

This response demonstrates minimal analysis of text, use of evidence, and writing skills. The response 
minimally addresses part of the task (“is a amazing story because some times people dont realise how 
inportant the sun is”), and ineffectively analyses explicit or implicit ideas from the text. The response 
demonstrates a minimal understanding of the text. Little evidence to support an analysis of the internal and 
external conflicts in the text (“meat was selling at $55 a pound”) is integrated in the response. Background 
knowledge is presented in lieu of evidence.  The response is minimally focused and lacks an introduction, 
body and conclusion. Errors in conventions interfere with meaning. 

 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 

This response demonstrates minimal analysis of text, use of evidence, and writing skills. The response 
minimally addresses the task and demonstrates a minimal understanding of the text. The response 
ineffectively analyzes the explicit and implicit ideas from the text.  The response provides a few examples of 
external and internal conflicts from the text, but does not integrate them into an analysis of how the story 
effectively depicts the conflicts.  The response lacks an introduction and conclusion and provides a minimal 
body.  

 

 

 
 


