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Score Point 4 

This response demonstrates exemplary analysis of text, use of evidence, and writing skills. The 

response thoroughly addresses the task of explaining how key details in the story support the 

theme. The response demonstrates thorough understanding of the text and analyzes both implicit 

and explicit ideas. Specific evidence from the text to thoroughly support the analysis is integrated 

through the use of numerous details, examples, and quotes. Paraphrases and quotes attribute 

information to the text. The response is well-focused on how details from the story support the 

theme.  The response includes a purposeful introduction, body, conclusion, and transitions.  

Precise word choice and vocabulary from the text are used to enhance ideas.  Errors in 

conventions do not interfere with meaning. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Score Point 3 

This response demonstrates effective analysis of text, use of evidence, and writing skills. The 

response addresses all parts of the task and demonstrates understanding of the text.  Explicit 

(Greg had saved up all of his money to buy Fin…Greg said that the tank looked disgusting) and 

implicit (you can tell he cared because he also drew ocean scenes) ideas from the text are 

analyzed. Specific examples and details are integrated into the response.  The evidence is relevant 

and accurate and supports the analysis that “the key details in the passage show you how Greg 

has an important relationship with Fin.” An appropriate organizational pattern and mode are 

demonstrated. Paraphrases attribute information to the text (the author wrote that Greg was 

horrified). The response is focused and includes a clear introduction and body. Precise word 

choice and content-specific vocabulary are utilized. Errors in conventions seldom interfere with 

meaning. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Score Point 3 

This response demonstrates effective analysis of text, use of evidence, and writing skills. The 

response addresses the task and demonstrates understanding of the text.  Many explicit and a 

few implicit ideas from the text are analyzed. Relevant and accurate evidence is integrated into 

the response and is clearly linked to the analysis of the theme. Paraphrases and quotes attribute 

information to the text. The response is focused on the main idea is the importance of Greg’s 

relationship with Fin. A clear introduction and body, as well as a partially effective conclusion are 

present. Precise word choice and content-specific vocabulary are utilized. Errors in conventions 

seldom interfere with meaning. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

Score Point 2 

This response demonstrates partially effective analysis of text, use of evidence, and writing 

skills. The response partially addresses the task by attempting to describe how “the key details of 

Greg and Fin’s relationship.”  The response demonstrates partial understanding of the text 

through retelling important parts of the story.  The response partially analyzes explicit (Fin also 

had his own castle…the water was getting dirty and there was a bad odor) and implicit (Fin falls 

out of the tank dramaticaly) ideas from the text. Evidence is partially integrated and the evidence 

provided partially supports the analysis, as it is not clearly linked back to the relationship between 

Greg and Fin.  The response is partially focused on explaining how key details in the story show 

Greg and Fin’s relationship and includes a clear introduction and a partially effective body and 

conclusion.  The response partially demonstrates an appropriate organizational pattern and mode 

as it strays away from analysis into retelling the story.  Precise word choice and content-specific 

vocabulary from the text are skillfully used.  Errors in conventions seldom interfere with meaning. 

 

 

 



 

 

Score Point 2 

This response demonstrates partially effective analysis of text, use of evidence, and writing 

skills. The response addresses some parts of the task and demonstrates partial understanding of 

the text.  Many explicit and some implicit (You can tell he loved Fin, because he showed expression 

when all of these things happened) ideas from the text are presented. The response does not 

clearly respond to the task, although some relevant and accurate evidence is provided that 

partially supports the theme of the story.  Evidence is partially integrated through the use of 

details and quotes from the story. The response consists of a partially focused body, but lacks an 

introduction and conclusion. Precise word choice is occasionally used.  Errors in conventions 

seldom interfere with meaning. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

Score Point 2 

This response demonstrates partially effective analysis of text, use of evidence, and writing 

skills. The response partially addresses the task of explaining the importance of Greg’s 

relationship with Fin. The response demonstrates partial understanding of the text through 

restating some explicit ideas from the text. The evidence provided is relevant and accurate and 

partially supports the analysis. The response is partially focused and contains a partially effective 

introduction, body, and conclusion.  An appropriate organizational pattern and mode are 

attempted.  Precise word choice and content-specific vocabulary from the text are occasionally 

utilized.  Errors in conventions seldom interfere with meaning. 

 

 

 



 

 

  

Score Point 1 

This response demonstrates minimal analysis of text, use of evidence, and writing skills. The 

response minimally address the task as paragraph one focuses on “it’s hard to take care of pets,” 

paragraph two focuses on Greg’s relationship with Fin, and the last line discusses that the author 

did a nice job having descriptive words.  Explicit and implicit ideas are ineffectively analyzed and 

minimal understanding of the text is demonstrated. Little evidence is provided to support the 

analysis of the theme in paragraph two.  Evidence is minimally integrated and the few details 

provided are not all relevant to the task. The response is minimally focused.  Precise word choice 

is occasionally used. Errors in conventions seriously interfere with meaning. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 

This response demonstrates exemplary analysis of text, use of evidence, and writing skills. The 

response minimally addresses the task and demonstrates minimal understanding of the text as 

the response is solely retell. A few explicit and implicit ideas from the text are present in the 

response, but are ineffectively analyzed.  Little evidence is provided and is minimally integrated 

into the response as it is not linked to an analysis of the theme.  Paraphrases are used 

ineffectively. The response lacks an introduction and a conclusion.  This retell response 

ineffectively demonstrates an appropriate organizational pattern and mode for the task.  Errors in 

conventions may interfere with meaning. 

 

 

 


