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For additional information, please contact David Jespersen by phone (402-471-4537) or email
(david.jespersen@nebraska.gov)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

APRIL 19,2017

SkillsUSA NEBRASKA ANNOUNCES 2017 LEADERSHIP AND
SKILLS CONFERENCE WINNERS

SkillsUSA Nebraska, a Nebraska Department of Education career student organization,
recently recognized award winners and elected new state officers during its 2017 State
Leadership and Skills Conference in Grand Island. The event was hosted at the
Heartland Events Center and Fonner Park.

More than 2,000 people attended the conference, including 1,700 high school and
college students and advisors. Students participated in more than 100 hands-on skills
and leadership contests.

“I have students who have been at the conference for four years. You see them as a
senior and they've built up their confidence. They see what they can do and what they
can become. It's extremely rewarding,” says Matt Hurt, an instructor at Hastings High
School. This is the sixth year Hastings High has had a team in the competition.

The competition is just as rewarding for the students. Jade Jones, a student at Omaha
Northwest High School, was a first-time competitor this year. “It's going beyond what |
can do in the classroom. SkillsUSA is different. The competition is great and | can learn @
lot from the other contestants.”

The contests were developed and directed with the help of Nebraska industry, frade
associations, and labor organizations, and test competencies set by national industry
standards. First place winners from Nebraska competitions qualify for the SkillsUSA
National Leadership and Skills Championships Conference held June 19 - 23, in
Louisville, Kentucky.
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The 2017-2018 SkillsUSA Nebraska State Officers are:

Ryan Campbell - Louisville High School

Eleanor Dunning — OPS Career Center

Joey Gruber - Louisville High School

Duke Nelson — Raymond Central High School

Peter Nguyen — Papillion-La Vista South High School

Dhruv Singh — Millard North High School

Ressa Wilcox — Sterling Public School

Reginald Dawson — Metropolitan Community College - Omaha
Jonathan Rich - Metropolitan Community College - Omaha

Peyton Schmidt — Southeast Community College - Milford

Outstanding High School Adyvisor of the Year:

Jay Portenier of Sidney High School

Outstanding College/Technical (C/T) Advisor of the Year:

Ken Jefferson of Southeast Community College - Lincoln

New 2017-2018 SkillsUSA Nebraska Board of Directors members are:

Matthew Hurt of Hastings High School

Kari Nathan of Omaha Benson High School

First, second and third place winners are:

3-D Visualization & Animation

Ist Team #1 Seward High School



2nd  Team #2 Seward High School

3rd  Team #3 Seward High School

Additive Manufacturing
Ist Team #3 Hastings High School
2nd  Team #4 The Career Academy - Lincoln

rd  Team #5 The Career Academy - Lincoln

Additive Manufacturing, C/T
Ist Team #500 Southeast Community College - Milford
2nd  Team #502 Central Community College - Hastings

3rd  Team #501 Southeast Community College - Lincoln

Advertising Design
Ist Braydon Conell York High School
2nd  Tessa Kemper Sidney High School

3rd  Angelo Wignall Seward High School

Architectural Drafting
Ist Morgan Davis Papillion-La Vista South High School
2nd  Jared Sutton Papillion-La Vista High School

3rd  Cameron Hastings Hastings High School

Audio/Radio Production, C/T

1st Team #500



Metropolitan Community College - Omaha

Automated Manufacturing Technology
st Team #4 Omaha North Magnet High School
2nd  Team #1 Seward High School

3rd Team #2 Career Pathways Institute - Grand Island

Automated Manufacturing Technology, C/T
st Team #501 Central Community College - Hastings

2nd  Team #500 Southeast Community College - Milford

Automotive Refinishing Technology
Ist Nolan Smith  Bancroft-Rosalie Public Schools
2nd  Mike Hamer Metropolitan Community College - Omaha

3rd Trenton Estes OPS Career Center

Automotive Refinishing Technology, C/T
Ist Bo Jensen  Northeast Community College - Norfolk
2nd  Josh Havlovec Metropolitan Community College - Omaha

3rd  Michelle Carroll Metropolitan Community College - Omaha

Automotive Service Technology
Ist Juan Ortiz  Lexington High School
2nd  Jason Derr Jr Career Pathways Institute - Grand Island

3rd  Eliseo Alcantar Lexington High School



Automotive Service Technology, C/T
st James RussellMetropolitan Community College - Omaha
2nd  Elmurad Hasanov  Metropolitan Community College - Omaha

3rd  Daniel Fullerton Wayne State College

Basic Health Care Skills
st Lexi Christiansen Millard Health Academy
2nd  Gracie Seevers Seward High School

3rd Jessica Flores OPS Career Center

Broadcast News Production
1st Team #1

OPS Career Center

Broadcast News Production, C/T
Ist Team #501 Northeast Community College - Norfolk

2nd  Team #500 Northeast Community College - Norfolk

Cabinetmaking
Ist Nate Albers Hastings High School
2nd  Tyler McLaughlin  Yutan High School

3rd  Grant Reynolds Broken Bow High School



Cabinetmaking, C/T
Ist Ryan Essink  Wayne State College
2nd  Garrett Byerly Central Community College - Hastings

3rd  Christopher Palensky Wayne State College

Career Pathways Showcase - Science, Technology and Math
st Team #1

Louisville High School

Career Pathways Showcase - Health Services
st Team #1

Millard Health Academy

Career Pathways Showcase: Natural Resources/Agriculture/Food
st Team #2 The Career Academy - Lincoln

2nd  Team #1 Sterling High School

Carpentry
Ist Abdulaali AbdulaaliThe Career Academy - Lincoln
2nd  Duke Nelson Raymond Cenftral High School

3rd Paeton Devlin The Career Academy - Lincoln

Carpentry, C/T



st Matt Spawn Wayne State College
2nd  Tyrel Garner Wayne State College

3rd  Robert Haas Northeast Community College - Norfolk

Chapter Business Procedure
st Team #3 Raymond Central High School
2nd  Team #1 Seward High School

3rd  Team #2 Omaha Benson High School

Chapter Display
Ist Team #5 Papillion-La Vista High School
2nd  Team #1 EImwood-Murdock High School

3rd  Team #3 Papillion-La Vista South High School

CNC Milling Specialist
Ist Jesus Fuentes-Espinoza Career Pathways Institute - Grand Island
2nd  Fredy Navas-Valdez Career Pathways Institute - Grand Island

3rd  Dakota Sell Hastings High School

CNC Milling Specialist, C/T

Ist Johnathan Leitschuck Central Community College - Hastings

CNC Technician
Ist Clayton Pavelka Hastings High School

2nd  Knox Arnett Career Pathways Institute - Grand Island



CNC Technician, C/T
st Alex Wagner Central Community College - Hastings

2nd  John Luethje Southeast Community College - Milford

CNC Turning Specialist
st Jerry Harris  Hastings High School
2nd  Aaron Levering Career Pathways Institute - Grand Island

3rd  Eljoh Young Career Pathways Institute - Grand Island

CNC Turning Specialist, C/T
Ist Michael Curran Central Community College - Hastings

2nd  Logan Plock Central Community College - Columbus

Collision Repair Technology
Ist Elliot Buchhzister Metropolitan Community College - Omaha
2nd  Austin Blodgeft Central City High School

3rd  Julio Roman Metropolitan Community College - Omaha

Collision Repair Technology, C/T
Ist Tim Lind Metropolitan Community College - Omaha
2nd  Kyle Ray Metropolitan Community College - Omaha

3rd  Anthony Tardivet  Metropolitan Community College - Omaha

Commercial Baking



st Ellenor Sell  Fremont High School
2nd  Scott Meyer The Career Academy - Lincoln

3rd  Katelyn Elliott The Career Academy - Lincoln

Commercial Baking, C/T
Ist Shaelee Luebbe  Southeast Community College - Lincoln
2nd  Nga Nguyen Southeast Community College - Lincoln

3rd  Brittany Marsh Southeast Community College - Lincoln

Community Service
Ist Team #5 Fort Calhoun High School
2nd  Team #9 Adams Central High School

3rd  Team #1 Louisville High School

Computer Programming
Ist William Richardson Bennington High School
2nd  Martin Simonini Omaha North Magnet High School

3rd  John Harter Omaha South High School

Computer Programming, C/T

Ist Gregory Kosmacek Northeast Community College - Norfolk

2nd  Abdirahman Jama Northeast Community College - Norfolk

Cosmetology



Ist Madison Gregory  Fairbury High School
2nd  Annalise Lecher Sidney High School

3rd  Noa Jurgens Norris High School

Crime Scene Investigation
Ist Team #8 Blair High School
2nd  Team #12  Nebraska Unified District #1 - Clearwater

rd  Team #5 Sidney High School

Criminal Justice
Ist Michaela Lawrence Weeping Water High School
2nd  Siobhan Helms Elkhorn High School

3rd  Delainie Johnson  Blair High School

Criminal Justice, C/T
Ist Catie Hornbacher Central Community College - Columbus

2nd  Garrett Korthals Northeast Community College - Norfolk

Culinary Arts
st Billy Le The Career Academy - Lincoln
2nd  Corbin Reinhardt  The Career Academy - Lincoln

3rd  Hunter Johnson The Career Academy - Lincoln

Culinary Arts, C/T

Ist Hope Hunt  Southeast Community College - Lincoln



2nd  Brittany Parker Southeast Community College - Lincoln

3rd  Sushma Agrawal  Southeast Community College - Lincoln

Customer Service

Ist Alyssa Moser Nebraska Unified District #1

2nd  Fernando Ruvalcaba Omaha Bryan High School
3rd  Christopher Vermeer Sterling High School

Diesel Equipment Technology

Ist Dylan Tomsu Metropolitan Community College - Omaha
2nd  Omar Diaz  Metropolitan Community College - Omaha

3rd  Jorgen Johannssen Fremont High School

Diesel Equipment Technology, C/T

Ist Morgan Barnes Northeast Community College - Norfolk
2nd  Cole Macklem Southeast Community College - Milford
3rd  Patrick Dugan Southeast Community College - Milford

Digital Cinema Production
Ist Team #1 Seward High School
2nd  Team #5 OPS Career Center

3rd Team #4 OPS Career Center

Digital Cinema Production, C/T
1st Team #501

Metropolitan Community College



Early Childhood Education
Ist Gracie Davis Papillion-La Vista South High School
2nd Jacob Cole Bancroft-Rosalie Public Schools

3rd  Ashley Williams Nebraska Unified District #1

Early Childhood Education, C/T

Ist Darci Samuelson  Central Community College-Hastings

Electrical Construction Wiring
Ist Gunar Pollat Cozad High School
2nd  Trevor Holcomb Northwest High School - Grand Island

3rd  Jose Perez  Career Pathways Institute - Grand Island

Electrical Construction Wiring, C/T
Ist Garrett Hohn Metropolitan Community College - Omaha
2nd  Michael Duffy Metropolitan Community College - Omaha

3rd  Jeremy Olson Metropolitan Community College - Omaha

Engineering Technology

Ist Team #1 Millard North High School

2nd  Team #2 Papillion-La Vista South High School

Extemporaneous Speaking



Ist Rodney Edwards  Millard North High School
2nd  Will Castner Sidney High School

3rd  Dhruv Singh Millard North High School

Fire Fighting
Ist Lance Paqua Metropolitan Community College - Omaha
2nd  Caleb Gross-Rhode Metropolitan Community College - Omaha

3rd  Colton McCoy Metropolitan Community College - Omaha

Firefighting, C/T
Ist Austin Raue Southeast Community College - Lincoln
2nd  Wade LymanSoutheast Community College - Lincoln

3rd  Cody Madsen Southeast Community College - Lincoln

First Aid/CPR
st Mercedes Hoffner Millard Health Academy
2nd  Kollyn Weimer Sidney High School

3rd  Baileigh Ivey York High School

Health Knowledge Bowl
Ist Team #13  Millard Health Academy
2nd  Team #7 Millard Health Academy

3rd  Team #11 Arlington High School



HVACR, C/T
Ist James Buresh Northeast Community College - Norfolk
2nd  Marcus Holmberg  Northeast Community College - Norfolk

3rd  Calen Storjohn Northeast Community College - Norfolk

Industrial Motor Control, C/T
Ist Sylvain Bamogo Metropolitan Community College - Omaha

2nd  Mike Boeding Central Community College - Columbus

Information Technology Services
Ist Josh Sherman Seward High School
2nd  Ricardo Diaz Hastings High School

3rd  Nolan Homp Seward High School

Interactive Application and Video Game Design

Ist Team #1 Omaha South High School

Internetworking
Ist Edward Gonzalez-Olmedo Career Pathways Institute - Grand Island
2nd  Enrique Aguilera Career Pathways Institute - Grand Island

3rd  Chadd Addison Papillion-La Vista South High School

Internetworking, C/T
Ist Jacob Lockee Northeast Community College - Norfolk

2nd  Christopher Gerdes Northeast Community College - Norfolk



Job Interview
st Paige Cradick York High School
2nd  Naomi Turner OPS Career Center

3rd  Emma Lanik The Career Academy - Lincoln

Job Skill Demonstration A
st Samantha Carter Omaha Benson High School
2nd  Spencer McClellan Sterling High School

3rd  Bahara Alizai Millard Health Academy

Job Skill Demonstration A, C/T
Ist Lydia Clarke The Career Academy - Lincoln

2nd  Chris Mimick Northeast Community College - Norfolk

Job Skill Demonstration Open
Ist Ryan Campbell Louisville High School
2nd  Hayley Densberger Malcolm High School

3rd Emily Fowler Millard Health Academy

Job Skill Demonstration Open, C/T

st Amanda Woodward University of Nebraska - Lincoln

Masonry



st Danny Acosta Career Pathways Institute - Grand Island
2nd  Dylan Zeleny Gretna High School

3rd  Kalin Gabriel Cross County Community Schools

Mechatronics
Ist Team #2 Columbus High School
2nd  Team #3 Columbus High School

3rd  Team #1 Norris High School

Mechatronics, C/T
1st Team #500

Metropolitan Community College - Omaha

Medical Assisting
Ist Cassidy Cielocha  Millard Health Academy
2nd  Grace Corrigan Bennington High School

3rd  Mackenzie Wentz  Millard Health Academy

Medical Math
Ist Evan Mettenbrink  Seward High School
2nd  Emma Arp  Elkhorn High School

3rd  Mitch Porter Sidney High School

Medical Terminology

Ist Helen Hitz ~ Millard Health Academy



2nd  Abigail Stevens Millard Health Academy

3rd  Logan Fryant Millard Health Academy

Mobile Electronics Installation
Ist Garrett Beard Hastings High School
2nd  Adam Hill North Platte High School

3rd  Daniel AspenKearney High School

Mobile Robotics Technology
Ist Team #12  Lincoln North Star High School
2nd  Team #8 Kearney High School

3rd  Team #7 Kearney High School

Mobile Robotics Technology, C/T
Ist Team #501

Northeast Community College - Norfolk

Motorcycle Service Technology
Ist Dan Andersen Gretna High School
2nd  Zach Miller  Gretna High School

3rd  Hugo Ramirez Career Pathways Institute - Grand Island

Motorcycle Service Technology, C/T

Ist Randy LarsonSoutheast Community College - Lincoln



2nd  Jonathan Sanderson Southeast Community College - Lincoln

3rd  Adam Beckman  Southeast Community College - Lincoln

Nurse Assisting
st Brooklyn Hergot Thayer Central High School
2nd  Madison Hansen  Bancroft-Rosalie Public Schools

3rd  Kennedy Schuttler Bancroft-Rosalie Public Schools

Opening & Closing Ceremonies
st Team #3 North Platte High School
2nd  Team #2 Seward High School

3rd  Team #1 Seward High School

Photography
Ist Quincey Epley North Platte High School
2nd  Alexis Ball OPS Career Center

3rd  Teagan Gaul Papillion-La Vista South High School

Photography, C/T
Ist Erin Colson  Metropolitan Community College - Omaha
2nd  Edward Moss Metropolitan Community College - Omaha

3rd  Annette Guy Metropolitan Community College - Omaha

Plumbing

1st Ethan Nelson Bancroft-Rosalie Public Schools



2nd Regan Weeks Papillion-La Vista South High School

3rd  Collin Staley Gretna High School

Plumbing, C/T
st Chandler Cannon Metropolitan Community College - Omaha

2nd  Jamison Baird Wayne State College

Power Equipment Technology
Ist Dustin Weaver Norris High School
2nd  Norman Sefrna Lincoln High School

3rd  Carter Davidson North Platte High School

Prepared Speech

Ist Miranda Hornung  Raymond Central High School
2nd  Kenna Gofttschalk  Seward High School

3rd  Shailee Hayek Eimwood-Murdock High School
Prepared Speech, C/T

Ist Cody Madsen Southeast Community College - Lincoln

Promotional Bulletin Board
Ist Team #2 Seward High School
2nd  Team #7 Millard Health Academy

3rd  Team #3 Louisville High School

Quiz Bowl



Ist Team #2 Seward High School
2nd  Team #16  Yutan High School

3rd  Team #13  Hastings High School

Related Technical Math
Ist Drew Persigehl Bennington High School
2nd  Kalim Dumas Hastings High School

3rd  Hunter Blum Bennington High School

Restaurant Service
Ist Mary Privett  Wahoo High School
2nd  Krystal Meyers Ravenna High School

3rd  Tyrell Russell Ravenna High School

Robotics:Urban Search and Rescue
Ist Team #7 Papillion-La Vista High School
2nd  Team #6 Omaha Benson High School

rd  Team #9 Crofton High School

Sheet Metal

Ist Seth Ring Millard North High School

Sheet Metal, C/T

Ist Chase Orender Northeast Community College-Norfolk



TeamWorks
Ist Team #1 Norris High School
2nd Team #4 OPS Career Center

3rd Team #2 Career Pathways Institute - Grand Island

TeamWorks, C/T
Ist Team #501 Metropolitan Community College - Omaha

2nd  Team #500 Central Community College - Hastings

Technical Computer Applications
Ist Ben Howie  Hastings High School

2nd  Kento Warner Adams Central High School

Technical Drafting
Ist CJ Jurgens  Norris High School
2nd  Juana Reynoso Career Pathways Institute - Grand Island

3rd  Alexander Eisele Millard North High School

Technical Drafting, C/T
Ist Bethany Nelson Northeast Community College - Norfolk
2nd  Nicholaus Barkhurst Southeast Community College - Milford

3rd  Tyler Bailey Northeast Community College - Norfolk

TV\Video Production

1st Team #6 OPS Career Center



2nd Team #5 OPS Career Center

3rd  Team #1 Seward High School

TV\Video Production, C/T
Ist Team #501 Metropolitan Community College - Omaha

2nd  Team #500 Metropolitan Community College - Omaha

Web Design
Ist Team #4 Raymond Central High School
2nd  Team #1 Seward High School

rd  Team #6 Hastings High School

Welding, Finals

Ist Colton Hoerath Fremont High School

2nd  Taylor Belmont Fremont High School

3rd  Eythan Strope Metropolitan Community College - Omaha
Welding, C/T

Ist Patrick Leonhardt  Metropolitan Community College - Omaha
2nd Cole Benedict Metropolitan Community College - Omaha

3rd  Lucas Kleinschmit  Northeast Community College - Norfolk

Welding Fabrication
Ist Team #18  Metropolitan Community College - Omaha

2nd  Team #2 Fremont High School



3rd  Team #9 North Platte High School

Welding Fabrication, C/T
Ist Team #502 Central Community College - Hastings
2nd Team #500 Southeast Community College - Lincoln

3rd  Team #503 Metropolitan Community College - Omaha

Welding Sculpture
Ist Andie Coshow Gretna High School
2nd Reegan Salverson Gretna High School

3rd  William Fenstermaker EImwood-Murdock High School

Welding Sculpture, C/T
Ist Leah Reichwaldt  Metropolitan Community College - Omaha
2nd  Claire Brejcha Wayne State College

3rd  Benjamin Dethlefs Metropolitan Community College - Omaha

MIDDLE SCHOOL CONTESTS:

Robotics: Urban Search & Rescue
1st Team #1

Hastings Middle School

Team Engineering Challenge

1st Team #1



Louisville Middle School

2nd  Team #2

Wahoo Middle School

STATE ONLY CONTESTS:

State Architectural Blueprint Reading
Ist Zach Utech Bennington High School
2nd  Evan Kieser Bellevue West High School

3rd  Austin Kennedy Papillion-La Vista High School

State Bridge Building Junior Division
Ist Bryan Bailey Syracuse High School
2nd  Grant Hackleman Papillion-La Vista South High School

3rd  Beau Kaup Logan View High School

State Bridge Building Senior Division
Ist Tyler Remmereid Bennington High School
2nd  Connor Schomerus Syracuse High School

3rd  Riley Pollock Seward High School

State Drone Technology
Ist Team #9 Fairbury High School
2nd  Team #14  Fort Calhoun High School

3rd  Team #6 South Sioux City High School



State Extemporaneous Speaking
1st Preston Sherwood OPS Career Center

2nd  Stran Fritz Niobrara Secondary School

State Job Interview
Ist Brady Hull Logan View High School
2nd  Rannon Borges-Lyons Seward High School

3rd  Krystal Meyers Ravenna High School

State Job Skill Demonstration
Ist Joshua Finke Malcolm High School
2nd  Mark Stark  Sterling High School

3rd  William Roarty Ralston High School

State Metric 500 Junior Division
st Ken Justo Niobrara Secondary School
2nd  Cody Hagen Scottsbluff High School

3rd  Stran Fritz Niobrara Secondary School

State Metric 500 Senior Division
Ist Brady Pike  Niobrara Secondary School
2nd  Holden Kuehn Syracuse High School

3rd  Bladen Nichols Broken Bow High School

State Mousetrap Vehicles Junior Division



Ist Jefferson MaiHastings High School
2nd  Camden Eisenhauer Niobrara Secondary School

3rd  Raymond Pumel Norris High School

State Mousetrap Vehicles Senior Division
Ist Riley Pollock Seward High School
2nd  Chris Galusha Seward High School

3rd  Dakota Crosley Niobrara Secondary School

State Opening and Closing Ceremonies
Ist Team #4 North Platte High School
2nd  Team #2 Seward High School

3rd  Team #1 Scottsbluff High School

State Pin Design Contest
Ist Bailee Baack Seward High School
2nd  Kyle Monti  Bennington High School

3rd  Carson Somer Papillion-La Vista South High School

State Precision Machining Technology
Ist Cameron Edwards Hastings High School
2nd  Kenyon Martis Millard South High School

3rd  Amanda Bohm Omaha North Magnet High School

State Precision Machining Technology, C/T



Ist Nickolas FunkSoutheast Community College - Milford
2nd  Luke Martinson Southeast Community College - Milford

3rd  Peyton Schmidt Southeast Community College - Milford

State Prepared Speech
st Nalleli Zermeno Nebraska Unified District #1
2nd  Erin Schwager Nebraska Unified District #1

3rd  Abigail Van Velson Seward High School

State Research & Development
Ist Team #8 Papillion-La Vista High School
2nd  Team #7 Papillion-La Vista High School

3rd  Team #9 Papillion-La Vista High School

State T- Shirt Design
Ist Chase Prochnow  Seward High School
2nd  Bailee Baack Seward High School

3rd  Carson Core Seward High School

State T-Shirt National Design
Ist Tessa Kemper Sidney High School
2nd  Carson Somer Papillion-La Vista South High School

3rd  Carson Core Seward High School

State Technical Team Problem Solving



Ist Team #3 Seward High School
2nd  Team #19  Cross County Community Schools

3rd  Team #29  Ravenna High School

State Technical Team Problem Solving, C/T
Ist Team #506 Southeast Community College - Milford
2nd  Team #502 Metropolitan Community College - Omaha

3rd  Team #501 Metropolitan Community College - Omaha

State Welding, GMAW
Ist Cole Lias South Sioux City High School
2nd  Taylor Belmont Fremont High School

3rd  Zachary Allen Cote Bellevue West High School

State Welding, GTAW
st Colton Hoerath Fremont High School
2nd  Eythan Strope Metropolitan Community College - Omaha

3rd  Dalton VetterGretna High School

State Welding, OAW
Ist Mitchell Walters North Platte High School
2nd  Payton Addleman The Career Academy - Lincoln

3rd  Jordan Popp Broken Bow High School

State Welding, SMAW



Ist Keifer Smith  North Platte High School
2nd  Carlos Aguilar-Velasquez  Lexington High School

3rd  Noah Franzen Fremont High School
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